
Easter Sunday   St. John Paul II    2017 
Matthew 28:1-10 
 
On behalf of the entire Pastoral Team…Happy Easter to all of you. 
 

A small town prosecuting attorney called his first witness to the stand  
 in a trial – she was an elderly woman, looked like somebody’s grandmother. 
    He approached her and asked, “Mrs. Jones, do you know me?”  
         She responded, “Why, yes, I do know you, Mr. Williams.  
              I've known you since you were a young boy.  
And frankly, you've been a big disappointment to me.  
   You lie, you cheat on your wife, and you manipulate people  
      and talk about them behind their backs.  
      You think you're a rising big shot when you haven't the brains to realize 
    you never will amount to anything more than a two-bit paper pusher.  
        Yes, I know you.”  
The lawyer was stunned. 
 

Not knowing what else to do he pointed across the room and asked,  
   “Mrs. Williams, do you know the defense attorney?”  
       She again replied, “Why, yes I do. I've known Mr. Bradley  
          since he was a youngster, too. I used to babysit him for his parents.      
       And he, too, has been a real disappointment to me.  
     He's lazy, bigoted, and has a drinking problem.    
   The man can't build a normal relationship with anyone  
and his law practice is one of the shoddiest in the entire state.  
    Yes, I know him.”  
 
At this point, the judge rapped the courtroom to silence  
   and called both counselors to the bench.  
In a very quiet, but stern voice, he said,  
   “If either of you asks her if she knows me,  
       you'll be in jail for contempt within five minutes!” 
 
We live in a world fascinated with the legal system. 
   You don’t have to look much beyond the TV to know it’s true. 
Law and Order…Judge Judy…People’s Court… 
    We even have an entire network dedicated to court TV. 
One of the most popular writers today, John Grisham,  
  deals almost exclusively with the legal system. 
 



But today is Easter…Why all this talk about the Legal system? 
     The answer really is quite simple: 
 
Today is Easter. 
  This is the day that God overturned Pilate’s guilty verdict of Jesus. 
Today is Easter. 
   This is the day that God, the supreme judge, 
     proclaimed Jesus to be exactly who he said his was: God’s own son! 
Today is Easter. 
    This is the day that we hear the truth, the whole truth, 
     and nothing but the truth: Jesus is Lord of life and death! 
Today is Easter and the empty tomb has issued a ruling: 
    Good has triumphed over evil. 
      Grace abounds over sin. 
         Happiness wins out over sadness. 
            Life conquers death. 
 
As Christian people we know all that. 
   But how do we prove our Easter Joy to the world? 
What evidence do we have that would convince the skeptic  
    or overwhelm an objector? 
How can we prove our case in the modern courtroom of public opinion? 
 
The truth...the whole truth…nothing but the truth…is this…WE CAN’T 
   We can’t prove it. 
       We don’t have irrefutable evidence. 
Jesus did not rise in such a way that with clear, proven signs,  
   that a jury would say,  
we are convinced beyond reasonable doubt that Jesus is who he says he is. 
 
Jesus didn’t rise and come back to Pilate and say…see I told you so. 
 Nor did he go the Pharisees and say, “Want to talk about the Sabbath now?” 
 
Why didn’t Jesus do this?  
   Why didn’t he make his resurrection so powerful and so awesome  
        and so incredible that everyone would simply have to believe? 
It’s really quite simple: because to be a follower of Jesus is a matter of faith. 
   If God blew down the doors of our hearts with irrefutable proof, 
     what need would there be of faith? 
 



But with all that said, do we have no ammunition for the skeptic? 
   Do we have nothing with which to convince those who doubt? 
       Do we have any evidence that Jesus is who he says he is? 
 
Indeed I believe we do… 
   It is not, however, evidence beyond a reasonable doubt… 
      Reasonable people doubt it all the time. 
But it is nonetheless, compelling evidence for those who search for the truth. 
 
The first piece of evidence is this. 
   Look the Church is still here! 
      Some 2000 plus years after the birth of Christ, the Church is still here. 
          That alone is amazing when you think about it. 
Jesus lived at a time when there was no mass communication… 
    no internet to share his message. 
       He never travelled more than a few miles from his home. 
          His band of followers was very small and after he died,  
        they all went into hiding, and after he rose they came out for a while,     
   but when he ascended it was right back into that locked room. 
From a small band of frightened men and women half the world away 
  to a people gathered in this worship space tonight, right here in Sellersburg, IN 
       the Church has survived. 
 
How did this happen? What made it possible? 
   Easter happened. 
The Church grew because Jesus rose. 
   The Church grew because was who he said he was. 
 
That’s the first piece of evidence; now let me offer you a second. 
    The second piece of evidence that Jesus is who he says he is 
            IS YOU! 
The second piece of evidence is your faith story and mine… 
   It’s Bridget’s story and Chris’s story. 
     It’s Dinah’s story and it’s Doug’s story 
         It’s Terry’s story and its Patty’s Story. 
            It’s Dana’s story, it’s Mike’s story, and it’s Tina’s story. 
Your faith story is the second piece of evidence. 
 
But once again, is it evidence that would convince a jury  
   beyond a reasonable doubt? Probable not! 



 
But the amazing thing about the evidence of our own faith story  
    is that we know it’s real!  
And remember this when you face the courtroom of public opinion. 
   Your job in that courtroom is not to be the attorney, but to be a witness. 
In a courtroom, it is the job of the attorney to work hard to prove their case, 
   But our job is to act as a witness. 
And what does a witness do? 
    A witness testifies to what they know. 
Your job as a witness is to simply tell others  
    what Jesus means to you and your life. 
 
It’s Easter…for you and for me, we know that Jesus Christ is Risen. 
   We know he is alive. 
        We know he’s alive in you and in me… 
 
And through our faults and our failing, our joys and our sorrows, 
   We are his witnesses. 
We are witnesses to his death…We are witnesses to his resurrection. 
    We are witnesses to his power in our lives. 
         We are witnesses to Easter. 
 
And when we leave this Church today we do so as an Easter people, 
    Confident that we know the truth, the whole truth,  
          and nothing but the truth, so help me God! 
 
 


